
 
 

 
 

Speaker Biographies 
DAY 1: TUESDAY 21 APRIL 2026 

 

09:15 - 10:30 Betonhalle & Kuppelhalle 

 

Welcome & Keynote Dialogue with Nadine Saba & Hansjoerg Strohmeyer 

 

Welcome Note: 
Dr. Tammam Aloudat|  
CEO, The New Humanitarian 
 
Dr Aloudat, a Syrian-Swiss physician with over two decades of 
experience at the forefront of international humanitarian 
organisations, is a leading advocate for decolonising global health 
and advancing humanitarianism. He started his humanitarian 
career as a volunteer for the Syrian Red Crescent, and then with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) in Iraq after the invasion in 2003. Over the last 20 years, he 
has worked in emergencies ranging from conflicts and forced 
displacement to disasters and disease outbreaks – from Darfur to 
the Indian Ocean tsunami to the Haiti earthquake. His most recent 
role was as President of MSF Netherlands and as a member of 
MSF's International Board. 

 

 

Nadine Saba|  
Co-Founder and Director, Akkar Network for Development & NEAR 
Leadership Council 
 
Nadine Saba, a lawyer registered with the Tripoli Bar Association, is 
the co-founder and director of Akkar Network for Development-
AND, enjoying 20 years of experience with NGOs’ activity in 
Lebanon. She is a Steering Committee member of the LHDF 
(Lebanon Humanitarian and Development Forum), serving as well 
on the NEAR (Network of Empowered Aid Response) leadership 
council and acted as the NEAR Sherpa for the Grand Bargain and 
the Facilitation Group. She has been involved with rural 
development programs and relief activities for the Syrian refugees 
(educational support, livelihoods, protection), women and youth 
empowerment, women/GBV and child protection, along with 
development projects with municipalities in Lebanon (including 
social cohesion and capacity building). Miss Saba has designed and 
provided trainings in Lebanon and in the region on local 
governance and women empowerment. Ms. Saba holds a DEA in 
banking and financial markets law from Saint Joseph University of 
Beirut, and an LLM in public international law from Queen Mary 
University of London. 
 

 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Hansjoerg Strohmeyer|  
Chief of the Policy Development and Studies Branch, OCHA 
 
Hansjoerg Strohmeyer was appointed as Director of OCHA’s Policy 
Branch and Principal Policy Advisor to the Emergency Relief 
Coordinator in January 2007. He currently serves as Special Advisor 
to the acting Special Coordinator, UN Resident and Humanitarian 
Coordinator in the Occupied Palestinian Territory. He has more 
than 30 years of experience working in major emergencies 
including Afghanistan, Bosnia, Gaza, Kosovo, Liberia, Sudan and 
Timor Leste. He has also served as Head of the Secretariat of the 
Secretary-General’s High-Level Task Force on the Global Food 
Crisis, Special Advisor to the Emergency Relief Coordinator in 
Sudan; and principal coordinator of the 2016 World Humanitarian 
Summit. Prior to joining the UN in 1998, Mr. Strohmeyer was a trial 
judge in Germany and the head of the war crimes and justice 
system reform capacity at the Office of the High Representative in 
Sarajevo, Bosnia and Herzegovina. During this time, he also served 
as a member of the German delegation to the International 
Criminal Court preparatory proceedings and the Rome Conference. 
Mr. Strohmeyer is also an author of several major UN reports and 
academic publications. He has Master’s degrees in law and political 
science from the University of Münster. Mr. Strohmeyer is the 
author of several UN reports and academic publications including 
Collapse and Reconstruction of a Judicial System: The United 
Nations Missions in Kosovo and East Timor, American Journal of 
International Law, January 2001. A German national, Mr. 
Strohmeyer is fluent in English, German and French. 
 

 

 

Chair:  
Krizna Gomez|  
Co-Founder and Lead Futurist, Rogue Union 
 
Krizna Gomez is a human rights lawyer turned futurist and co-
founder of Rogue Union, a neuro-science-backed training and 
community platform for the new upskilling that social change 
actors need (www.rogueunion.org). She is the recipient of the 
Joseph Jaworski Next Generation Foresight Practitioners Award 
(Humanitarian Special Award) and author of the Guide on Foresight 
for the Social Change Field. 
Her career has spanned continents and disciplines: from grassroots 
organizer in the Philippines to leading the international program at 
Dejusticia in Bogotá, to running JustLabs, a global sandbox for NGO 
disruption. She has since coached activists, accompanied 
organizations, advised foundations through futures and systems 
change processes, and facilitated high-stakes leadership retreats 
where futures are decided and difficult conversations are on the 
table. 
She holds a Master of Laws (International Human Rights Law) from 
Harvard Law School, and a B.A. in Political Science and a Juris 
Doctor from Ateneo de Manila University. 



 
 

 
 

 

11:00 - 12:30 Betonhalle  

Holding Humanitarianism(s) to account: accountability through fact-based, independent 

reporting and other mechanisms 

 

 

Nour Khalil|  
Co-Founder and Executive Director, Refugees Platform in Egypt 
 
A lawyer holding a law degree from Al-Azhar University, Founder 
and Executive Director of the Refugees Platform in Egypt (RPE), and 
an expert in migration and asylum policies. 
 
He specializes in documenting border violations, providing legal 
aid, and representing refugee cases before international bodies. As 
a researcher and investigative journalist, he has contributed 
reports to The New Humanitarian, Ida2at, and the Tahrir Institute 
for Middle East Policy, and was shortlisted for the Fetisov Prize for 
outstanding journalism. Previously with the Egyptian Commission 
for Rights and Freedoms (ECRF), he continues his work from exile 
despite targeting by Egyptian authorities, focusing on academic 
research and refugee rights advocacy amid Egypt's asylum 
challenges.. 

 

 

Anja Osterhaus|  
Human rights, press freedom, development and humanitarian aid 
specialist 
 
Anja held various leadership positions in international Civil Society 
Organisations such as Transparency International, Oxfam and 
Reporters without Borders. She is a specialist in human rights and 
press freedom, development and humanitarian aid. She lived and 
worked in Berlin, Brussels and Mexico City. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Anisha Patel |  
Board Member, Law for Palestine  
 
Anisha leads the legal action work at Law for Palestine and serves 
on its Governing Council, where she helps guide the organisation’s 
strategic planning. Her work spans contentious cases before the 
International Court of Justice, contributions to proceedings at the 
International Criminal Court, and involvement in strategic litigation 
across various domestic jurisdictions. Anisha also participates in 
legal briefings for states at the United Nations, including the Human 
Rights Council, and The Hague Group. She works closely with 
grassroots movements to help bridge international legal 
frameworks with realities on the ground. 
Patel has previously worked with governmental and 
intergovernmental organisations. She is also a doctoral researcher 
focusing on international law, identity, and heritage in Palestine, 
with a multidisciplinary background in architecture, heritage, and 
international human rights and humanitarian law. 
 

 

 

Chair: 
Dr. Tammam Aloudat|  
CEO, The New Humanitarian 
 
Dr Aloudat, a Syrian-Swiss physician with over two decades of 
experience at the forefront of international humanitarian 
organisations, is a leading advocate for decolonising global health 
and advancing humanitarianism. He started his humanitarian 
career as a volunteer for the Syrian Red Crescent, and then with the 
International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies 
(IFRC) in Iraq after the invasion in 2003. Over the last 20 years, he 
has worked in emergencies ranging from conflicts and forced 
displacement to disasters and disease outbreaks – from Darfur to 
the Indian Ocean tsunami to the Haiti earthquake. His most recent 
role was as President of MSF Netherlands and as a member of 
MSF's International Board. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

11:00 - 12:30 Kuppelhalle  

From Milestones to Momentum: The Evolution of Humanitarian Action 

 

Adelina Dwi Ekawati Kamal|  
Co-Founder and Steering Committee Member, Southeast Asian 
Women Peace Mediators (SEAWPM) 
 
Adelina Kamal is the Co-Founder and a Steering Committee 
Member of the Southeast Asian Women Peace Mediators 
(SEAWPM), and an independent strategist working at the 
intersection of disaster management, humanitarian action, conflict 
transformation, and peacebuilding. She was formerly the Executive 
Director of the ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Humanitarian 
Assistance (AHA Centre), and prior to that held senior management 
positions at the ASEAN Headquarters in Jakarta. Adelina is a 
member of the Advisory Panel on the Future of Humanitarian 
Action, convened by ODI Global and the Network for Empowered 
Aid Response. She also advises actors and organisations through 
board roles, consultancies, and advocacy, including as a Voting 
Board Member of the Melbourne-based Centre for Humanitarian 
Leadership Executive Committee; a Trustee of the Geneva-based 
Humanitarian Exchange and Research Centre; and an Early 
Member of the Association of Indonesian Society for Amnesty 
International. 

 

 

Dr. Michael Court|  
CEOc, Global Support and Development 
 
Dr. Michael Court, OStJ, is the CEO and President of GSD, where he 
leads global humanitarian and disaster response initiatives. A 
physician specializing in Humanitarian and Disaster Medicine, Dr. 
Court’s clinical expertise spans Primary Care and Prehospital 
Emergency Medicine. He previously served in the Royal Army 
Medical Corps as Senior Medical Officer for UK Forces in Iraq and 
Syria. 
Beyond his military service, Dr. Court has led disaster responses 
across India, Africa, and the Caribbean, collaborating with 
organizations like the British Red Cross and Save the Children. He is 
also a distinguished member of the InterAction Board of Directors. 
His academic background includes degrees from Bristol, Harvard 
Medical School, and several European universities. A faculty 
member at Harvard Medical School’s Disaster Medicine fellowship, 
he has received the Rhode Island Star and the Order of St John for 
his humanitarian service. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Arbie Baguios|  
Director, Aid Re-imagined 
 
Arbie is the Founder and Director of Aid Re-imagined, a research 
and advocacy consultancy focused on aid ethics and effectiveness. 
He has over a decade of experience in the humanitarian sector 
working for various INGOs, and he is currently finishing a PhD in 
International Development at the London School of Economics. 

 

 

Christof Johnen |  
Director International Cooperation, German Red Cross 
 
Christof Johnen, a graduate economist, is Director of International 
Cooperation at the German Red Cross. Previously, he held various 
positions within the German Red Cross and the International Red 
Cross and Red Crescent Movement in Germany and abroad. He also 
worked in public administration and served as Senior Advisor for 
Disaster Risk Management to the State Council of the People’s 
Republic of China in Beijing. 

 

 

Chair:  
Dr. Sema Genel Karaosmanoglu |  
Director, Hayata Destek / Support to Life (STL) 
 
Sema Genel Karaosmanoglu (Dr.) has been working in the field of 
humanitarian aid for over 28 years.  She has carried out programs 
in India, Afghanistan, Iran, Pakistan and now focuses on work inside 
Turkey. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

13:30 – 15:00 Betonhalle 

The power of networks: Co-Creating a Locally Led Humanitarian Future 

 

Mahmoud Hamada|  
Advocacy Coordinator, Palestinian NGOs Network 
 
Humanitarian and development professional with over 20 years of 
experience managing large-scale programs in complex 
environments, including Gaza and the West Bank. Proven expertise 
in advocacy, grants management, and partnership building with 
local organizations. Skilled in strategic planning, team leadership, 
and donor relations (NORAD, SIDA, EU). Currently serving as 
Advocacy Coordinator for the Palestinian NGOs Network (PNGO), 
focused on humanitarian response, localization and evidence-
based advocacy.  

 

 

Laura Victoria Alzate Rodríguez|  
Member of the Assembly and of the Strategic Team, Fundación 
Halü Bienestar Humano, Colombia 
 
Laura Victoria Alzate Rodríguez is an economist, currently pursuing 
a master’s degree in Development Studies, with a specialization in 
governance and development policy. She has professional 
experience in the humanitarian and development cooperation 
sector, with a focus on data analysis, research, and reporting in 
migration contexts, as well as in situations of displacement and 
confinement. As a member of the Fundación Halü (member of the 
NEAR network in Colombia), she participated in the launch of the 
Humanitarian Governance Observatory for Latin America and the 
Caribbean, representing the organization and engaging in 
discussions regarding governance and localization within 
humanitarian action. As part of the foundation’s team, she also 
participated in the Local Capacity Strengthening for Response 
(LCS4R) project, receiving regional training for Latin America and 
the Caribbean aimed at strengthening local capacities to respond 
to humanitarian crises. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Modi Enosa Mbaraza Baburu |  
Executive Director, Young Women Christian Association, South 
Sudan 
 
Ms. Modi Enosa Mbaraza is a South Sudanese women leader, the 
founder and Executive Director of YWCA South Sudan. She is a 
champion for young women’s empowerment and women 
leadership in South Sudan. 
Modi is passionate about Humanitarian services to the most 
vulnerable community including Women and girls. She advocates 
for gender equality, young women’s economic empowerment, and 
Trauma healing in South Sudan. Modi has mentored several young 
women in South Sudan who have assumed leadership roles and 
responsibility in both government and in the NGO secotr. She has 
been in the forefront advocating for women’s effective 
participation in decision making and Localization agenda. Because 
of her commitment to empower women, she was given 
humanitarian awarded by South Sudan Women Intellectuals for the 
excellent work she has been doing in the humanitarian sector. She 
is one of the role model to many South Sudanese women and girls. 
 

 
 

 

Chair:  
Lene Grønkjær |  
Advocacy Advisor, Local Humanitarian Leadership & Humanitarian 
System Reform, Oxfam International 
 
Based in Geneva, Lene Grønkjær is an Advocacy Advisor at Oxfam 
International leading the organisation’s work on humanitarian 
financing and global reform. Lene has over a decade of experience 
in policy development and management of humanitarian 
responses in Myanmar, Nigeria, Senegal, Niger and Guinea. She has 
conducted field research and led humanitarian operations in 
complex and conflict-affected settings, and has represented 
organisations in high-level international policy processes and inter-
agency forums. Lene holds a Master’s degree in Global Studies from 
Roskilde University, with a focus on post-war recovery and political 
economy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

13:30 – 15:00 Kuppelhalle 

 

Not optional: Sexual and reproductive health care in emergencies 

 

Maura Daly |  
SRH Platform Leader/ SRHR specialist Advisor, Doctors without 
Borders 
 
Maura Daly is the Sexual and Reproductive Health (SRH) Platform 
Leader and SRHR Specialist Advisor at Médecins Sans Frontières 
(MSF). A midwife with extensive humanitarian experience, Maura 
has developed deep expertise across the full spectrum of sexual 
and reproductive health in humanitarian settings including safe 
abortion care, contraception, and maternal health. 

 

 

Annick Villarosa |  
Head of Unit Humanitarian Aid Thematic Policies and International 
Humanitarian Law, European Commission 
 
With over 30 years as a civil servant with the European 
Commission, Annick Villarosa has worked mainly in the field of 
development and humanitarian aid.  
She worked in EU Delegations in Africa, the Caribbean and the 
Pacific, managing EU funded programmes in the sectors of energy, 
water, agriculture and environment. 
 
In 2016, she joined the department responsible for European Civil 
Protection and Humanitarian Aid Operations in Brussels and is 
currently heading the unit dealing with humanitarian aid thematic 
policies and IHL. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Nelly Munyasia |  
Executive Director, Reproductive Health Network Kenya 
 
I am the Executive Director for Reproductive Health Network 
Kenya, a trained Nurse/Midwife,Health Systems and Policy Expert, 
Global Award winning health Leader and alumni of inaugural East 
African Women Leadership Journey.  
 
I have successfully engaged at the national, regional and global 
advocacy forums, that advocate for policy change and gender 
equality in Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights. I received 
the 2020 Planned Parenthood Global Citizen Award in recognition 
for my outstanding leadership and unwavering advocacy for 
comprehensive Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights. 
Recently, I was recognized as one of the 25 influential women 
promoting gender equality across Africa.  
 
Previously, I served on the Board of Directors at International 
Centre for Reproductive Health-Kenya, currently serve as the Co-
Chair of Board of Directors for Africa Action Network for Nurse 
Midwives (AAN) and a Steering Committee Member at the 
Accountability Platform of the United Nations Foundation.  

 

 

Dr. Mike Mpoyi |  
Associate Director, Quality of Care, IPAS 
 
Dr. Mike Mpoyi is a medical doctor and public health expert with 
over 18 years of experience strengthening health systems and 
delivering sexual and reproductive health services, including 
abortion care, in low‑resource and humanitarian settings. He has 
played a significant role in advancing abortion policy and legal 
reforms and in expanding service delivery across the Democratic 
Republic of Congo and Burundi. Dr. Mpoyi currently serves as 
Associate Director, Quality of Care at the TEX Collective, where he 
leads the organization’s network‑wide Quality of Care (QoC) 
technical strategy. In this role, he sets and maintains quality 
standards, oversees the development of evidence‑based clinical 
guidance, and supports country teams through tools, resources, 
and technical leadership. He also provides strategic technical 
expertise and advocacy on national and international committees, 
represents Ipas in professional forums, and contributes to 
organizational learning on quality assurance and improvement. He 
works closely with global clinical colleagues to integrate emerging 
medical evidence and best practices across the organization. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Chair: 
Catrin Schulte-Hillen | Sexual and Reproductive Health in 
Emergencies, Humanitarian Response Division, UNFPA 
 
Catrin Schulte-Hillen is a sexual and reproductive health specialist 
with over 30 years of experience in emergency and post-
emergency situations. A large part of her professional path took 
place in Médecins Sans Frontières where she started in 1989 as a 
midwife, then coordinator and program manager and in 2002 
program director of MSF in New York. Catrin has also worked as a 
health advisor and consultant on different missions and specific 
evaluations, for NGOs and the European Commission, in particular 
ECHO. She has worked mainly in Africa, as well as in Latin 
America, Southeast Asia and the Balkans. 
 
Prior to assuming the post of SRH in Emergencies Specialist for 
UNFPA, Catrin served as UNHCR's Reproductive Health and HIV 
Advisor, and lead the MSF working group for reproductive health 
and sexual violence care over a period of 7 years. 
 
As part of the program support team of the UNFPA Humanitarian 
Response Division in Geneva, Catrin provides direct support to 
field operations and contributes to global dialogue and the 
development of SRH strategies for emergency response and 
humanitarian situations generally. 
She participates in Inter-Agency efforts for the development of 
technical and training resources and leads efforts to secure 
UNFPA's contribution in guidelines specific to humanitarian 
situations. 
 
Catrin is a registered midwife with a master's degree in public 
health, a bachelor's degree in applied epidemiology and statistics, 
and a diploma in business administration. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

15:30 – 18:00 Atelier 

Gender in Emergencies: Wishful thinking or non-negotiable? 

 

 

Modi Enosa Mbaraza Baburu |  
Executive Director, Young Women Christian Association, South 
Sudan 
 
Ms. Modi Enosa Mbaraza is a South Sudanese women leader, the 
founder and Executive Director of YWCA South Sudan. She is a 
champion for young women’s empowerment and women 
leadership in South Sudan. 
Modi is passionate about Humanitarian services to the most 
vulnerable community including Women and girls. She advocates 
for gender equality, young women’s economic empowerment, and 
Trauma healing in South Sudan. Modi has mentored several young 
women in South Sudan who have assumed leadership roles and 
responsibility in both government and in the NGO secotr. She has 
been in the forefront advocating for women’s effective 
participation in decision making and Localization agenda. Because 
of her commitment to empower women, she was given 
humanitarian awarded by South Sudan Women Intellectuals for the 
excellent work she has been doing in the humanitarian sector. She 
is one of the role model to many South Sudanese women and girls. 
 

 

 Franziska Obholzer |  
Senior Policy Advisor Gender Equality, Diversity and Inclusion, 
International Rescue Committee 
 
Franziska Obholzer is a policy and advocacy expert with experience 
working for non-profit organizations across the development and 
humanitarian nexus. After working as an advocacy manager across 
a range of issues from development finance to global health, 
education and gender equality, she moved into the field of 
Women's Protection and Empowerment with the IRC. In her 
current position she drives policy change towards more just and 
equitable humanitarian assistance that centers the most 
marginalized people in emergencies and protracted crises. 

 

 Reinhild Schumacher |  
Senior Policy Advisor Gender Equality, Diversity and Inclusion, 
International Rescue Committee 
 
I have worked with Oxfam Germany for the past 20 years, 
supporting various programmes in the global South. My 
professional background: MSc Reproductive and Sexual Health 
Research / LSHTM, Social Science. 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 Bianca Belger |  
Policy Advisor, ADRA Germany 
 
As part of the Advocacy Team at ADRA Germany and Co-Speaker of 
the Gender Working Group of VENRO Bianca advocates for feminist 
approaches, a strong Women, Peace and Security agenda and 
gender-responsive policies in humanitarian aid and development 
cooperation. 

 

 Robin Faisst |  
Advocacy manager, CARE Deutschland 
 
Robin Faisst is an advocacy manager at CARE Deutschland, based in 
Berlin. He is working on humanitarian advocacy with a focus on 
crisis contexts including Ukraine, Sudan, and Syria. His work places 
a strong focus on gender equality and the Women, Peace and 
Security (WPS) agenda in humanitarian policy and practice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

15:30 – 18:00 Kuppelhalle 

Breaking the Frame: The Future of Humanitarian Narratives 

 

Regina “Nanette” Salvador-Antequisa |  
Executive Director, Ecosystems Work for Essential Benefits, Inc. 
(EcoWEB) 
 
Regina Salvador-Antequisa is a Filipino humanitarian and 
development practitioner with over three decades of experience 
advancing community-led approaches to humanitarian, 
development, disaster resilience, and Indigenous Peoples’ rights in 
the Philippines. She serves as Executive Director of Ecosystems 
Work for Essential Benefits (ECOWEB), a civil society organization 
working on peacebuilding, climate resilience and environmental 
protection, poverty reduction, good governance. and community-
led humanitarian action in Mindanao. Regina has played key roles 
in national and global localisation efforts, including engagement 
with the Grand Bargain National Reference Group Philippines, and 
networks promoting survivor- and community-led response. Her 
work focuses on strengthening grassroots institutions, supporting 
Indigenous Peoples’ governance, and building locally led systems 
for disaster risk reduction and recovery. She has led multi-
stakeholder initiatives with government, civil society, and 
international partners, advocating for equitable access to 
resources and decision-making for communities most affected by 
crises, conflict, and climate change. 

 

 

Patrick Gathara |  
Senior Editor; Inclusive Storytelling, The New Humanitarian 
 
Patrick Gathara is a Kenyan journalist, political commentator, and 
cartoonist whose work interrogates power, governance, and global 
justice. He is the Senior Editor for Inclusive Storytelling at The New 
Humanitarian and co-chair of the Pledge for Change’s Authentic 
Storytelling Advisory Panel. 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Sonja Hövelmann |  
Research Lead, Centre for Humanitarian Action 
 
Sonja Hövelmann is Research Lead and Director’s Advisor at the 
Centre for Humanitarian Action Think Tank in Berlin.  
She is committed to ensuring that analysis and evidence inform 
better decision-making regarding humanitarian action in both 
policy and practice. To this end, she curates and facilitates 
conferences and panel discussions, delivers lectures, leads 
workshops and advises decision-makers in government and aid 
organisations.  
Sonja has been working at the interface between theory and 
practice of humanitarianism for many years. She is familiar with the 
practical perspective through her work for the UN Refugee Agency 
(UNHCR) and the aid organisation Caritas Germany. As academic 
coordinator of the NOHA Master’s programme in Humanitarian 
Aid, she promoted the academic training of aspiring humanitarian 
aid workers. 

 

 

Chair: 
Martin Searle |  
Director of Analysis, Doctors without Borders Hong Kong 
 
Martin Searle is Director of Regional Analysis at Médecins Sans 
Frontières/Doctors Without Borders (MSF) Hong Kong section. His 
unit focuses on political risk analysis, and engaging with and 
positioning towards China, as well as supporting similar 
engagement and positioning across Southeast Asia. In the past he 
has worked for MSF in South Sudan, Central African Republic, and 
Malaysia, and formed part of the Operational Support Team 
covering South and Southeast Asia. Martin was previously 
Associate Research Fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies (RSIS), Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU), Singapore. There his work focused on the implications of 
new technologies on humanitarian theory and practice. He has 
consulted for UNOCHA, ICRC, and the World Economic Forum on 
the ethical and practical challenges surrounding the use of 
cyberspace in humanitarian work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

15:30 – 18:00 Betonhalle 

Beyond Silos: Applying One Health in Fragile and Climate-Affected Settings 

 

Ibrahim Hassan Mohamed |  
Health and Nutrition Manager, WARDI Relief  
 
Ibrahim Hassan Mohamed is a seasoned Health and Nutrition 
Manager with over 15 years of experience in emergency and fragile 
contexts across Somalia, Kenya, and Namibia. He currently leads 
integrated health and nutrition programs at WARDI Relief and 
Development Initiatives, focusing on system strengthening, 
emergency response, and donor compliance. Ibrahim holds a BSc 
in Health Systems Management and is pursuing a Master’s in Public 
Health specializing in Monitoring and Evaluation. His career spans 
leadership roles with Action Against Hunger, Save the Children, SOS 
Villages, and MSF, where he managed maternal and child health, 
nutrition interventions, and emergency preparedness. Fluent in 
Somali, English, Kiswahili, and Arabic, Ibrahim combines technical 
expertise with strong coordination, advocacy, and capacity-
building skills to deliver sustainable, community-driven health 
outcomes. 

 

 

Dr. Dorien Braam |  
Researcher / Lecturer, Centre for the Study of Existential Risk, 
University of Cambridge 
 
Dr Dorien Braam is an interdisciplinary researcher, strategic advisor 
and programme coordinator combining academic, policy, and 
programmatic expertise in addressing One Health challenges in 
complex emergencies. Currently Director of Praxis Labs research & 
consulting, lecturer at the London School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine (LSHTM), and technical consultant for the World 
Organisation for Animal Health (WOAH) and WHO Health and 
Migration, she previously worked with the United Nations, the 
Netherlands Government, NGOs and academia across Africa, Asia 
and Europe. As an Affiliate Researcher with the Centre for the Study 
of Existential Risk at the University of Cambridge, her current 
research focuses on the impact of climate change, conflict and 
forced migration of human and non-human animal populations on 
interspecies’ health and welfare. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Miriam Morhart |  
Advisor Humanitarian Assistance and Development Cooperation, 
Tierärzte Ohne Grenzen e.V. / Vétérinaires Sans Frontières 
Germany 
 
Miriam Morhart is a humanitarian and development professional 
with extensive expertise in planning and implementing projects on 
food security, health, WASH and climate change adaptation. 
Since 2024, she has been working as Humanitarian Assistance and 
Development Advisor at Tierärzte ohne Grenzen in Berlin where 
she contributes to programme development and strategic 
coordination for One Health projects in the Horn of Africa. Her main 
area of work is currently focusing on integrating animal health 
interventions in acute humanitarian emergency settings, such as in 
Sudan. She previously worked with the German Red Cross, 
managing multisectoral project portfolios in Madagascar, 
Mozambique and in the Philippines, with a focus on disaster risk 
reduction, anticipatory action and crisis response. 
 

 

 

Lorenz Ewers |  
Head of Operational Excellence & Innovation, arche nova e.V. 
 
Lorenz Ewers is a hydrologist and the Head of Operational 
Excellence & Innovation at arche nova e.V., bringing over a decade 
of experience to the humanitarian and development sectors. His 
career bridges frontline field deployments—with strategic 
headquarters operations. Having previously served as a global 
WASH advisor, Lorenz addresses global water scarcity through 
scalable, field-viable technologies and rigorous operational 
frameworks. Specializing in hydrogeology, wastewater, and solid-
waste management, he optimizes delivery systems for resilience in 
low-resource environments while championing core initiatives like 
WASH in schools. A dedicated advocate for sector-wide knowledge 
sharing within the German WASH Network and beyond, Lorenz is a 
co-author of several key WASH compendia and training packages, 
consistently driving evidence-led design and sustainable capacity 
development. 

 

 Merle Platen |  
Senior Policy Officer, Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (BMZ) 
 
Merle Platen is a Senior Policy Officer in the Division „Pandemic 
Prevention, One Health“ at the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ). Prior to joining 
BMZ, she worked in several roles in the field of development 
cooperation. She holds a Bachelor’s degree in International 
Relations and a Master’s degree in Human Rights and Humanitarian 
Action. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Chair: 
Kristin Horn |  
Facilitator 
 
Kristin Horn is a Berlin-based freelance facilitator and moderator 
working at the intersection of civil society, politics, and public 
administration. Since 2012, she has designed and facilitated 
participatory processes, multi-stakeholder dialogues, and 
organisational development processes — across humanitarian and 
civil society organisations, public authorities, and international 
cooperation contexts. 
Her work is grounded in the conviction that collective intelligence 
produces better solutions: bringing together diverse perspectives, 
navigating competing interests, and creating spaces where 
meaningful exchange and co-creation become possible. Thereby 
contributing to building lasting responses to the defining challenges 
of our time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

DAY 2: WEDNESDAY 22 APRIL 2026 

9:00 - 10:30 Betonhalle 

Reforming Global Health: Balancing Humanitarian Urgency with Long-Term Systemic 

Change 

 

Dr. Faihaa Dafalla |  
Postdoctoral Associate, Yale School of Public Health 
 
Dr. Faihaa Dafalla is a physician and public health specialist with 
extensive experience in health systems strengthening, policy 
development, and international health. She holds a Clinical 
Doctorate in Community Medicine (2024), a Master of Science in 
Public and Tropical Health (2014), and a Postgraduate Certificate in 
Health Management, Planning, and Policy (2015). 

 

 

Dr. Hassaan Zahid |  
Independent humanitarian expert in global health policy, 
emergency response, and community health management 
 
Dr. Hassaan Zahid is a dedicated medical professional and 
humanitarian with over a decade of experience in global health 
policy, emergency response coordination, and community health 
management. Dr. Hassaan Zahid led large-scale initiatives by 
managing community health programs focused on nutrition and 
sexual and reproductive health. He coordinated emergency 
services in disaster-affected areas and oversaw medical teams and 
facilities. His experience includes health policy work with Médecins 
Sans Frontières, and he is a founding member of Decolonise MSF 
movement. Born in the Middle East and raised in Pakistan, he 
graduated from Dow Medical College, Karachi. His passion for 
humanitarian work began while volunteering for earthquake and 
flood relief in Pakistan and during the Syrian refugee crisis in 
Turkey. Dr. Zahid earned a Diploma in Tropical Medicine and 
Hygiene from the Royal College of Physicians of London and has 
pursued advanced studies in Global Health and Humanitarian 
Medicine, and he collaborates with the British Medical 
Association’s Human Rights Group. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 
 

 Sandrine Chopin |  
General Coordinator, Medecins Du Monde in Ukraine 
 
Sandrine Chopin is a public health and humanitarian professional 
with over 25 years of field experience across Europe, Asia, the 
Middle East, and Africa. She is currently General Coordinator of the 
Médecins du Monde programme in Ukraine. 
 
Her career spans senior roles with MSF (Bosnia, Sri Lanka, 
Afghanistan), EC-ECHO (Afghanistan, Cambodia, Vietnam), MDM 
(Iran), Handicap International (South Asia), and UNICEF Somalia, 
where she managed complex health programme. Her expertise 
covers emergency response, health system strengthening, climate 
adaptation & disaster risk reduction, and the inclusion of 
vulnerable populations. 
 
Active in international humanitarian advocacy, she has served on 
the board of VOICE and as Vice-President of Coordination Sud. She 
holds degrees in Public and Community Health and in Tropical 
Medicine. 
 

 
 

 

Chair:  
Dr. Unni Karunakara I  
Senior Fellow, Global Health Justice Partnership, Yale University; 
Richard von Weizsäcker Fellow, Robert Bosch Academy 
 
Dr Unni Karunakara is a Senior Fellow at Yale University's Global 
Health Justice Partnership and a Richard von Weizsäcker Fellow at 
the Robert Bosch Academy. He served as Director a.i. of the UN 
University International Institute for Global Health (2024–2025) 
and as International President of Médecins Sans Frontières (2010–
2013), having earlier led MSF's Campaign for Access to Essential 
Medicines (2005–2007). A humanitarian worker and global health 
professional for three decades, he serves on the boards of the Dr 
Denis Mukwege Foundation and the Prasanna School of Public 
Health. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

9:00 - 10:30 Kuppelhalle 

From Aid to Autonomy: Transitioning Humanitarian Water Supply towards a Sustainable 

Future 

 

Nhial Pal Bie |  
Emergency Rapid Response Mechanism Deputy Program Manager, 
Solidarity International, South Sudan  
 
Nhial Pal Bie is a Water Resources Engineer and WASH specialist 
with over eight years of professional experience in humanitarian 
and development contexts across East Africa. He currently serves 
as WASH Program Coordinator with Samaritan’s Purse 
International in Upper Nile State, South Sudan, where he leads 
emergency and resilience-focused water, sanitation, and hygiene 
interventions in displacement-affected communities. He also 
serves as General Manager of Itang Town Water Utility in Gambella, 
Ethiopia, overseeing water service delivery for more than 300,000 
refugees and host community members. 
Nhial previously worked for four years with Sachsen Wasser GmbH 
(Germany) as a WASH Technical Advisor supporting water utilities, 
where he contributed to institutional capacity building, climate-
resilient water infrastructure design, and utility management 
systems in collaboration with partners such as UNICEF and UNHCR. 
His work focuses on climate-resilient WASH systems, groundwater 
development, and market-based approaches in fragile contexts. 
He is currently a PhD candidate in Water Management (Water 
Science and Technology), with research interests in sustainable 
water governance and resilient WASH services in crisis settings. 

 

 

James Ambayo Okudi |  
Public Health Engineering Team Lead WASH Coordinator, Oxfam 
Uganda 
 
I am a civil Engineer with over Ten (10) years of experience in 
integrated WASH programming with an emphasis on refugee 
operations, emergency WASH responses, Public Health, WASH 
governance and system strengthening. I hold a master’s degree in 
water and Sanitation, a bachelor’s degree in civil engineering, and 
a Diploma in Infection Prevention and Control (IPC).  For over eight 
years, I have led Public Health (PH) Engineering teams in designing 
and managing vital WASH infrastructure. My expertise lies in 
transitioning emergency water systems into sustainable long-term 
utilities in Uganda especially in Rwamwanja refugee settlement. 
I also have commendable experience in water supply systems, 
sanitation technologies, fecal sludge management, hydraulic 
design, and public health risk mitigation and system strengthening 
among others. Over the years, I've led and coordinated large-scale 
emergency responses in the country, working with UN agencies, 
INGOs, government ministries, and local partners while 
strengthening the capacity of utility entities for sustainable WASH 
services in refugee operations in Uganda and ensured compliance 
with international standards in Uganda. 



 
 

 
 

 

 

Dr. Tania Fabricius |  
Head of Division „Displaced Persons and Host Countries“, Federal 
Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 
 
Dr. Tania Fabricius is heading the Division on „Displaced Persons 
and Host Countries“ in the German Federal Ministry for Economic 
Cooperation and Development.  
Since joining the ministry in 2013, she has worked e.g. in the Africa 
Directorate ,  was in charge of the OECD/DAC and ODA-Statistics, 
and headed the Office of the Permanent State Secretary.  
Before 2013 she worked in the area of human rights and 
humanitarian assistance at the German Bundestag and for NGOs in 
Brussels,  Southern Africa and New York.  
She holds a Master of International Affairs from Columbia 
University (SIPA) and a German Law Degree. In her doctoral thesis 
she analysed the reappraisal of injustices committed in colonial 
wars. 
She is married and has two children. 

 

 

Chair:  
Dr. Julia M. Blocher |  
Scientist & Project Lead, Potsdam Institute for Climate Impact 
Research (PIK) 
 
Dr. Julia M. Blocher is a Project Lead and Scientist at the Potsdam 
Institute for Climate Impact Research (PIK), where she leads 
interdisciplinary research on climate-related migration, 
displacement, and planned relocations. She recently concluded 
work on the HABITABLE project, the largest research initiative on 
climate-related migration ever funded by the European Union. Dr. 
Blocher also serves as President of the International Youth 
Federation (IYF), an international non-profit dedicated to youth 
empowerment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

11:00 - 12:30 Betonhalle 

Power, Values, and Violence: The Crisis of Humanitarianism in Times of Declining Norms 

 

Dr. Fatou Bensouda |  
High Commissioner, The Gambia High Commission 
 
Dr Fatou Bensouda served as Prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court from 2012 to 2021, becoming its first female 
Prosecutor after election by consensus with African Union support. 
Her mandate ended on 15 June 2021. She strengthened the Office 
through strategic reforms, overseeing fourteen investigations and 
numerous preliminary examinations worldwide. She advanced 
accountability for atrocity crimes, emphasising sexual and gender-
based crimes, crimes against children, and cultural heritage 
destruction.  
 
Previously, she held senior legal offices in The Gambia and served 
at the ICTR before becoming the ICC’s first Deputy Prosecutor. She 
received numerous international awards, global recognitions, and 
a Nobel Peace Prize nomination.  
 
Dr Bensouda currently serves as the High Commissioner of The 
Gambia to the Court of St James’s and Ambassador Extraordinary 
and Plenipotentiary to the Kingdoms of Denmark, Norway, Finland, 
Sweden, the Republics of Austria, Ireland, and the Vatican City. 

 

 

Dr. Cordula Droege |  
Chief Legal Officer & Head of the Legal Division, International 
Committee of the Red Cross 
 
As chief legal officer and head of the legal division, Dr Cordula 
Droege leads the ICRC’s efforts to uphold, implement and develop 
international humanitarian law. She joined the ICRC in 2005 and 
has held a number of positions in the field and at headquarters, 
including head of the legal advisers to operations, and chief of staff 
to the President of the ICRC.  
 
She has some twenty years of experience in the field of 
international law, and in her earlier career worked for the 
International Commission of Jurists, the Inter-American Court of 
Human Rights and the Max Planck Institute for International Law. 
She holds a law degree and a PhD from the University of Heidelberg 
and an LL.M from the London School of Economics. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Dr. Lina Gong |  
Assistant Professor, Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool University 
 
Dr Lina Gong is an Assistant Professor and Programme Director of 
the BA in International Relations at Xi’an Jiaotong-Liverpool 
University (XJTLU) in Suzhou, China. She received her PhD in 
International Relations from Nanyang Technological University 
(NTU), Singapore. Her research focuses on humanitarian affairs, 
China–Southeast Asia relations, and non-traditional security in 
Asia, with particular attention to disaster governance and 
humanitarian cooperation in the Asia-Pacific. She has published 
extensively in peer-reviewed journals, edited volumes, and books 
on these topics. Dr Gong teaches and delivers guest lectures on 
contemporary international relations, non-traditional security in 
Asia, and disaster governance in Southeast Asia. Prior to joining 
XJTLU, she was a Research Fellow at the S. Rajaratnam School of 
International Studies (RSIS), NTU, where she conducted policy-
relevant research and provided recommendations to the 
Government of Singapore, the Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN), and the United Nations. 

 

 

Prof. Dr. Sultan Barakat |  
Professor in Public Policy (Conflict and Humanitarian Studies), 
Hamad Bin Khalifa University 
 
Professor Sultan Barakat is a Professor of Conflict and 
Humanitarian Studies at Qatar Foundation’s Hamad Bin Khalifa 
University and an Honorary Professor at the University of York. He 
is an Academic Fellow at the Geneva Centre of Humanitarian 
Studies, University of Geneva, and a Distinguished Visiting 
Professor at the University of Johannesburg, as well as a Senior 
Associate Fellow of RUSI (Royal United Services Institute) in 
London. Professor Barakat serves on the Advisory Board of the 
Humanitarian Policy Group at the Overseas Development Institute 
in London. He is a Fellow of Economists for Peace and Security and 
a member of the joint Economic and Social Research Council (ESRC) 
commissioning panel on poverty reduction. He is also a member of 
the Principles for Peace Advisory Board. Barakat was one of the 
founding Expert Panel Members of the Global Peace Index, where 
he served from 2008 to 2014. Most recently, he has co-led Track I 
and Track II mediation efforts in Yemen, Syria, and Afghanistan. He 
is a regular contributor on peace and conflict affairs to Al Jazeera, 
BBC, DW, TRT, and CGTN. 
Barakat is a world-renowned scholar known for pioneering the 
study of war-torn societies and their recovery. He founded the 
Center for Conflict and Humanitarian Studies at the Doha Institute 
for Graduate Studies, which he directed from 2016 to 2022. 
Previously, he served as Director of Research at the Brookings 
Institution’s center in Doha. At the University of York, he founded 
and led the Post-war Reconstruction and Development Unit from 
1993 to 2019. 



 
 

 
 

Professor Barakat has been widely published in academic refereed 
journals. His book After the Conflict: Reconstruction and 
Development in the Aftermath of War, published by I.B. Tauris, was 
reprinted in 2005 and 2010. He has also written extensively on the 
reconstruction of Afghanistan and Iraq. In 2014, he published 
Understanding Influence: The Use of Statebuilding Research in 
British Policy with Ashgate. His recent books include Russia’s 
Approach to Post-Conflict Reconstruction (Palgrave Macmillan, 
2023) and Strategic Rebuilding and Affordable Housing in the 
Muslim World (Rowman & Littlefield / Bloomsbury, forthcoming 
2025). 
Barakat has over 30 years of professional experience working on 
conflict management, humanitarian response, statebuilding, and 
post-conflict recovery and transition. He is regularly engaged as a 
Senior Adviser and Consultant to the United Nations, the World 
Bank, the European Union, the Red Cross, and numerous 
governments. He has led major evaluations, peace negotiations, 
and programme initiatives across Afghanistan, Bosnia-
Herzegovina, Croatia, Egypt, Iraq, Jordan, Kosovo, Lebanon, Libya, 
Nepal, Palestine, the Philippines (Mindanao), Somalia, Sri Lanka, 
Sudan (Darfur), Syria, Uganda (Moyo and Adjumani), and Yemen. 

 

 

Chair:  
Freddie Carver |  
Director, Humanitarian Policy Group, ODI Global 
 
Freddie Carver has worked in the aid sector in humanitarian and 
conflict contexts for twenty years, particularly in the Horn of Africa 
(Sudan, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Kenya and Somalia). He has worked 
for NGOs, the British Government and as a researcher and analyst, 
with an emphasis on the ways that aid operations interact with 
social, political and economic dynamics. He is currenrly responsible 
for leading and overseeing ODI Global's humanitarian portfolio. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

11:00 - 12:30 Kuppelhalle 

Humanitarian Action Under Threat: Risks of Criminalisation and Harmful Information in a 

Digital World 

 

Dr. Jean-François Corty |  
President, Médecins du Monde France 
 
Jean-François is a humanitarian doctor with degrees in political 
science and anthropology. He has nearly two decades of 
experience in humanitarian and medico-social action in France and 
internationally. From 2000 to 2008, he held senior roles with 
Médecins Sans Frontières France, at headquarters and projects 
across Africa and the Middle East. In 2009, he became Director of 
Operations for Médecins du Monde France, serving until 2018. In 
2020, he coordinated Covid-19 responses in Paris, including care for 
people in precarious situations and vaccination. He was elected 
Vice-President of Médecins du Monde in 2023 and became 
President on June 8, 2024. Alongside his advocacy, he researches 
humanitarian issues and health, social, and environmental 
inequalities; teaches at Sciences Po Toulouse and Paris 1 
Panthéon-Sorbonne; is an associate researcher at IRIS and ICM; and 
authors documentaries and books, including Geopolitics of 
Humanitarian Action (Eyrolles, 2025). 

 

 

Fernanda K. Martins |  
Director of Advocacy & Strategy, Fundación Multitudes 
 
Fernanda Martins is an anthropologist with a PhD in Social Sciences 
and over a decade of experience in research, advocacy, and 
strategy for social impact at the intersection of human rights, digital 
governance, social justice, and public policy. She is Director of 
Strategy and Advocacy at Fundación Multitudes, where she leads 
partnerships and resource mobilization while contributing to 
regional and global debates on democracy and technology. 
Previously, she served as Director of Research and Development at 
InternetLab, conducting studies on digital inequalities and their 
effects on marginalized communities. Her work engages 
multilateral policy spaces including the W7, T20, and the UN IGF 
Policy Network on AI. She has collaborated with organizations such 
as UNICEF and Plan International and is a fellow of the Apolitical 
and Better Politics Foundations. Her work connects Global South 
perspectives with international governance debates on technology 
and democracy. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Christina Wille |  
Director, Insecurity Insight 
 
Christina Wille is the founding Director of Insecurity Insight, an 
organisation that strengthens the evidence base on violence 
against civilian infrastructure in conflict. She leads pioneering work 
using AI to track attacks on aid, healthcare, education, and food 
systems, with data widely cited in humanitarian reporting and 
global media. Her analysis is frequently sought by journalists, 
researchers, and policy actors, and the organisation’s monitoring 
system in English, French, and Arabic was shortlisted for the AI for 
Good Award 2025. Christina edits the annual Safeguarding Health 
in Conflict Coalition report and serves on the boards of the h2h 
network and Explosive Weapons Monitor. She has also contributed 
to the Researching the Impact of Attacks on Healthcare 
consortium. Previously, she worked with the Small Arms Survey, 
European Commission, UNHCR, Bangkok and Migration Policy 
Group in Brussels. She holds an MPhil from the University of 
Cambridge, UK. 

 

 

Katrine Thomsen |  
Security Policy Officer, DG ECHO 
 
Katrine Thomsen works as a Security Policy Officer in the 
Directorate-General for European Civil Protection and 
Humanitarian Aid Operations (ECHO), European Commission. This 
includes work on policy development and assessment of security 
risks relevant to the management of security of DG ECHO’s 
humanitarian operations. This also includes work on incident 
monitoring, crisis management and collaboration on security 
matters and project coordination with DG ECHO partners and 
networks. 
Previously, Katrine has been working with emergency and disaster 
response, both at national and EU level. 
She holds a master’s degree in human geography from Copenhagen 
University, with a main focus on displacement and migration 
challenges, crisis response and resilience. This study also included 
field research in Asia and Southern Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Chair: 
Nikita Kekana |  
Co-Director, Digital Freedom Fund 
 
Nikita Kekana is an international human rights lawyer who 
currently co-leads Digital Freedom Fund (DFF). Additionally she sits 
on the Steering Committee of the Coalition against SLAPPs in 
Europe (CASE) and the board of OceanHub Africa. 
 
After obtaining her master’s degree cum laude in Public 
International Law from Leiden University, she worked within the 
Strategic Legal Defence Team at Greenpeace International. 
 
Nikita’s key expertise are environmental justice digital rights and 
international human rights,. She is committed to making a positive 
impact on the world, striving for stronger human rights protection 
and protection of our planet. She is an admitted attorney of the 
High Court of South Africa. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

13:30 – 15:00 Betonhalle 

The Future We Own – Organisational Change, Systemic Limits, and Shared Responsibility 

 

Eilidh Kennedy |  
Director, IARAN 
 
Eilidh Kennedy is a strategic foresight consultant with a decade of 
experience supporting humanitarian organizations through 
research, analysis, and planning. She has led multi-country futures 
projects, developed foresight toolkits tailored to the aid sector, and 
authored widely used publications such as The Future of Aid and 
From Voices to Choices. Eilidh has managed analytical teams within 
INGOs, taught on foresight and humanitarian systems, and 
facilitated change across diverse organizational settings. As 
Founder and Director of IARAN, she brings a systemic, collaborative 
approach to navigating complexity and shaping long-term 
strategies for global humanitarian actors. 

 

 Kinan Diab |  
Lab coordinator, Syria Localisation Lab & NEAR Delegate 
 
Kinan is a localisation expert with extensive experience across the 
MENA region, working with UN agencies, international NGOs, and 
national organisations. Brings a strong background in health and 
protection programming, underpinned by medical training. 
Committed to advancing locally led humanitarian action and 
strengthening equitable partnerships. 
 

 

 

Krizna Gomez|  
Co-Founder and Lead Futurist, Rogue Union 
 
Krizna Gomez is a human rights lawyer turned futurist and co-
founder of Rogue Union, a neuro-science-backed training and 
community platform for the new upskilling that social change 
actors need (www.rogueunion.org). She is the recipient of the 
Joseph Jaworski Next Generation Foresight Practitioners Award 
(Humanitarian Special Award) and author of the Guide on Foresight 
for the Social Change Field. 
Her career has spanned continents and disciplines: from grassroots 
organizer in the Philippines to leading the international program at 
Dejusticia in Bogotá, to running JustLabs, a global sandbox for NGO 
disruption. She has since coached activists, accompanied 
organizations, advised foundations through futures and systems 
change processes, and facilitated high-stakes leadership retreats 
where futures are decided and difficult conversations are on the 
table. 
She holds a Master of Laws (International Human Rights Law) from 
Harvard Law School, and a B.A. in Political Science and a Juris 
Doctor from Ateneo de Manila University. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Liz Nóbrega |  
Coordinator / Researcher, Aláfia Lab / University of São Paulo; TU 
Dortmund 
 
Liz Nóbrega is a Strategic Communication and Innovation 
Coordinator at Aláfia Lab, a research lab based in Salvador, Brazil, 
dedicated to understanding and transforming the relationships 
between the internet, communication, and society. She is currently 
a PhD candidate in Communication Sciences at the University of 
São Paulo and a visiting doctoral researcher at Technische 
Universität Dortmund. She holds a Master’s degree in Media 
Studies from the Federal University of Rio Grande do Norte (UFRN), 
where she also earned her Bachelor’s degree in Journalism. Her 
research examines the impacts of platformization on the 
sustainability of journalism, as well as broader issues related to 
communication, digital platforms, and disinformation. 

 

 

Dr. Katharina Spieß |  
Head of Division Crisis management, reconstruction, transitional 
development assistance,  
Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and Development 

 

• Studium der Rechtswissenschaften in Bielefeld, Recife 
(Brasilien) und Köln. 

• Promotion am Europäischen Hochschulinstitut (Florenz) im 
Völkerrecht, Referendariat am Kammergericht in Berlin. 
Anschließend Tätigkeiten im Bundestag, Auswärtigem Amt 
und in der Zivilgesellschaft. 

• Im BMZ u.a. Zuständigkeit für Menschenrechte, 
Finanzsystementwicklung, nachhaltige 
Wirtschaftsentwicklung, nachhaltigen Lieferketten und 
Afghanistan, sowie Einsatz als EZ-Referentin in Myanmar. 

• Seit 2023 Leiterin des Referats Krisenbewältigung, 
Wiederaufbau, Übergangshilfe. 

• Veröffentlichungen zu Menschenrechten, Wirtschaft und 
Menschenrechte, Flüchtlings- und Asylrecht und 
Völkerrecht. 

 
 

 Chair: 

Michel Genet|  
Executive Director, Medecins du Monde Luxembourg 
 
For most of his professional life, Michel has been active with 
social issues: social and ethical finances with Credal.be, 
environment with Greenpeace and for a few years now, 
humanitarian issues and access to health, with Médecins du 
Monde, mainly in general management positions.   
 

 



 
 

 
 

13:30 – 15:00 Kuppelhalle 

Narrating humanitarianism(s): power, media, and the politics of humanitarian narratives 

 

Jess Crombie |  
Narrative Ethics Researcher & Advisor, University of Arts London / 
London School of Economics 
 
Jess Crombie is thought leader and innovator in the field of ethical 
storytelling, with over twenty-five years' experience creating some 
of the most innovative and award winning content in the 
humanitarian sector, in roles including Global Content Director for 
Save the Children. Currently working as a researcher and scholar at 
the University of the Arts London (UAL), and the London School of 
Economics (LSE) and a consultant for leading humanitarian and 
development organisations, Jess' research focus investigates the 
potential for power shifts by seeking out the opinions and ideas of 
those with lived experience of humanitarian scenarios and co-
creating story gathering actions and outcomes. 

 

 

Dr. Allan Njanji |  
Regional Campaigns Manager, Asylum Matters 
 
Dr Allan Njanji is a campaigner, writer and policy advocate working 
on refugee rights and migration justice in the UK. He is Regional 
Campaigns Manager at Asylum Matters, where he works to 
influence national policy and shift public narratives on asylum. 
Drawing on his lived experience of the asylum system, Allan focuses 
on amplifying refugee voices and challenging policies that 
undermine protection and dignity. A researcher and filmmaker, he 
holds a PhD in Refugee Studies from Nottingham Trent University. 
In 2026, he was named one of The Big Issue’s 100 Changemakers 
for his impact on migration justice. Allan speaks internationally on 
narrative power, legitimacy and migrant-led leadership in shaping 
more humane asylum systems, and his writing on migration policy 
has appeared in outlets including the Daily Mirror and The Big Issue. 

 

 

Shatha Altowai |  
Artist 
 
Shatha Altowai is a Yemeni visual artist based in Edinburgh, working 
primarily in oil painting. She began her public practice in 2014 as 
the war in Yemen erupted, using art to document conflict, 
displacement, and families' lived realities. After receiving threats 
related to her artistic activism, she relocated to Scotland in 2020 
through the IIE–Artist Protection Fund. She is now pursuing a 
Master’s degree in Creative Industries at the University of 
Edinburgh. In December 2025, Shatha has been awarded the Arab 
Personality of the Year Award in Arts and Culture (UK). 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Chair: 
Annie Slemrod I  
Middle East Editor, The New Humanitarian  
 
Annie Slemrod is an award-winning journalist, editor and creative 
storyteller who lived and reported in the Middle East for more than 
ten years. She is The New Humanitarian’s Middle East editor. Some 
of her recent work includes The Lebanon Displacement Diaries – an 
innovative piece of Arabic-English participatory journalism that was 
adapted for the Beirut stage – as well as The Yemen Listening 
Project and "WhatsApp, Lebanon?" which tells the story of 
Lebanon’s economic collapse through the WhatsApp messages of 
five people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

15:00 – 15:30 Betonhalle 

Concluding Reflections 

 

Katri Bertram |  
Director, Médecins du Monde Germany 
 
Katri Bertram is Director of Ärzte der Welt, the German chapter of 
the Médecins du Monde network. For over 20 years, she has 
worked internationally and in Germany to make the right to health 
a reality for all people. 
 
Katri has held leading positions at the German Federal Ministry of 
Health, where she led the German G7 Presidency (health track) and 
was chief negotiator for health for G20. She was previously at the 
World Bank, where as a member of the leadership team she 
headed external relations for the Global Financing Facility for 
Women, Children and Adolescents (GFF). At Save the Children, she 
was a member of the global executive leadership team and led 
global advocacy, policy, and campaigns. 
 
Katri regularly publishes and has public speaking engagements on 
the transformation of the global health and health financing 
ecosystem, as well as on the critical importance of civic space. She 
is based in Berlin and is mother of four children. 

 

 

Annie Slemrod |  
Middle East Editor, The New Humanitarian  
 
Annie Slemrod is an award-winning journalist, editor and creative 
storyteller who lived and reported in the Middle East for more than 
ten years. She is The New Humanitarian’s Middle East editor. Some 
of her recent work includes The Lebanon Displacement Diaries – an 
innovative piece of Arabic-English participatory journalism that was 
adapted for the Beirut stage – as well as The Yemen Listening 
Project and "WhatsApp, Lebanon?" which tells the story of 
Lebanon’s economic collapse through the WhatsApp messages of 
five people. 

 


